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Prior to 1980, the year in which China joined WIPO, the concept of Industrial Property 
was almost unknown in China, and the value of intellectual assets had yet to be 
recognized. However, thanks to the determination and unremitting efforts of the 
Chinese people, a sound Industrial Property system – compatible with China’s 
development needs and consistent with international rules – has been established and 
at an unprecedented pace. In the past 30 years, China has: 

 set up a comprehensive Industrial Property legal framework and operational 

system; 

 implemented an effective mechanism for the administrative and judicial 

protection of Industrial Property; 

 acceded to 13 WIPO-administered international Industrial Property treaties; 

 comprehensively carried out its obligations under international treaties and 

agreements; and 

 provided effective Industrial Property protection to right holders at home and 

abroad. 

The international community, including WIPO and other international organizations and 
various countries, has given us energetic support in promoting the development and 
improvement of China’s Industrial Property system. This has enabled us to train our 
Industrial Property professionals and to more widely disseminate Industrial Property 
information to promote greater public awareness and knowledge of Industrial Property 
in China. 

Along with continuous improvements to the country’s Industrial and Intellectual 
Property legal framework, China has witnessed rapid growth in the use of the 
Intellectual and Industrial Property system, experiencing dramatic increases in the 
number of applications for those rights. Patents, trademarks and copyright play an 
increasingly prominent role in national economic development, and Intellectual and 
Industrial Property awareness throughout Chinese society has risen considerably. 

In 2008, the government launched China’s national Intellectual and Industrial Property 
strategy, marking a turning point in its engagement with Intellectual and Industrial 
Property and clearly indicating China’s steadfast determination to encourage innovation 
and create a knowledge-based economy. 
 


